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To mark fifty editions of Commentree,
we are offering two free family tickets
to the premier festival of trees, wood,
and folk roots music; this year
happening over the weekend of 12 & 13
September.

To be in with a chance of winning,
simply dig out a favourite photograph
taken at any event at the Millennium
Country Park. Fill in the form and return
it to us with your print/s or email us
ensuring you give us all the information
included in the form (see conditions,
right).

All entries must reach us by Monday 29
June. Entries will be judged by a panel
during July and prizes awarded in
August.

Good luck

Please complete this form

Name

Address

Post code

Telephone

Email
Description of entry/ies, including name of subject if known

1.

2.

Signed

Print name
Parents/guardians – please sign on behalf of children of 16 years or under.

Conditions of entry
Each prize consists of two adult and three child
tickets. This prize is not refundable or
exchangeable.
• Printed entries must be unmounted and printed at 8”x4” (20

x 10cm) or larger. Please write your name and contact details
clearly on the reverse of the print.

• Entries as electronic files should be submitted as .jpg, .tif or
.gif format at a resolution of 200dpi/around 1mb. Entries
should be labelled with name and contact details of the
photographer, in the ‘properties’ section of each file.

• Electronic entries should be accompanied in an email by all the
information included in the entry form printed on this page.

• Transparencies will not be accepted.
• By entering this competition, you agree to the use of your

images in Forest promotion and publicity, free of charge (for
which written credit will be given where possible).

• No correspondence will be entered into regarding the final
result.

• Entries cannot be returned. 2 entries per person only.
Please return the form to:
Commentree 50 photo competition, Guy Lambourne,
The Forest Centre, Station Road, Marston Moretaine,
Bedford, MK43 0PR
Or email to guy.lambourne@marstonvale.org
We may store your name and contact details and use these to
send you information relating to the Forest of Marston Vale. We
will not pass this information to any third party.
If you would prefer us not to keep your details on file, please tick
the box or tell us in your email. ��

THE COMMENTREE 50 PHOTO COMPETITION

TWO                                FAMILY TICKETS TO BE WON!

ALL GO AT THE GRANGE
Since the Marston Vale Trust bought the Grange Estate in 2006, we’ve been
busy making improvements to this lovely area. A great deal of work was done
last winter to improve access between Willington village and the River Great
Ouse. Here’s a taste… 

� Structural repairs and replacement of
broken handrails on the old haul road
bridge off Church End on Route 51.

� Trench sheeting was installed on the
river banks at several locations to
repair bank erosion that threatened to
damage the new cycle trail.

� Three easily accessible fishing and
viewing platforms have been built on
the river’s edge.

� Seven rustic benches were installed in
locations around the Grange, most of
which give great views of the river.

� A new bridleway link was created
between the Grange Estate and Castle
Mill Lock; a dry alternative to the
bridleway beneath the often-flooded
A421 bridge. 

� New signposts and information panels
will be installed this summer, to make
navigation easier.

12 & 13
September 2009

Ben and Joe Broughton at Woodworks 2007

BROUGHTON
BROTHERS

CONFIRMED

This year’s festival of trees, wood and wood
products is beginning to hot up. There are lots of
new attractions for 2009 including the Battlefield
Live outdoor combat game.  As ever, live bands
will be onstage throughout the weekend. Already
confirmed are Baron & Brady and Ben and Joe
Broughton.

Entry this year is £6 for adults and £4 for children
and concessions. Children 10 and under are free.  

Keep up to date with the festival as the line up
develops through the summer by visiting
www.marstonvale.org/woodworks

Take me to the river – a new fishing platform

These fantastic
improvements have
been funded by:

�

�



THE FOREST CENTRE & MARSTON VALE
MILLENNIUM COUNTRY PARK
The Forest Centre is family friendly and provides perfect facilities for a great day out:
there is a fully licensed ‘Lakeside Café’, kids’ adventure play area, bike hire, (at
weekends) and gift shop full of beautiful unusual and fun things for everyone. Stretching
over 225 hectares, the Millennium Country Park has a mosaic of habitats from wetlands
to woodlands – lakes & lagoons. It is now home to a wealth of wildlife – in particular
wild birds. Discover some of the new inhabitants who can be viewed from paths,
boardwalks & bird hides. Many trails are surfaced and flat.

Coming by train? From Bedford or Bletchley, alight at Millbrook or
Stewartby Station then walk to the Forest Centre (about 20 minutes). For
timetable details, London Midland 0845 6024277.
Bus Information Line: 01234 228337

For further information on any items in CommenTree, or to contact the Forest Team, write to us at :
Forest of Marston Vale, Forest Centre, Station Road, Marston Moretaine, Beds MK43 0PR, or contact us on:
Tel : (01234) 767037 Fax: (01234) 762606 E-mail : info@marstonvale.org Website : www.marstonvale.org

OPENING HOURS (7 DAYS A WEEK)

10am – 6pm until 30 Oct, 
then 10am – 4pm

The Forest of Marston Vale is being
created by the Marston Vale Trust 
– a registered charity No. 1069229

12 & 13
September 2009

What’son?
Bird Walks

Join expert, friendly Forest Volunteers to
discover which birds are leaving, arriving or
staying in the Country Park. 
Walks start from the Forest Centre Reception.

Saturday 6 June; 8-11am 
Wildlife Wildness
A walk to savour the crazy frenzy of spring. Birds,
bugs and flowers should all be in action.

Saturday 13 June; 10.45-12noon 
Kids’ bird and nature walk
A chance for younger visitors (8 or over) to get to
know the Country Park and its birds and other
wildlife. Led by enthusiastic, knowledgeable Forest
Volunteers. All children under 16 must be
accompanied by an adult. Booking is required in
advance, but pay the leader on the day. 
Call 01234 767037.
Saturday 12 September; 8-11am
Autumn Migrants 
At this time of year, huge numbers of birds are on
the move, getting ready for the coming winter.  
Distance depends on the birds. Wear warm clothes
and waterproof footwear. Some rough paths and
short lengths of gradient over 1:6
£3/adult, £2/child, £1 reduction for Forest
Volunteers and Friends. Booking is required in
advance, but pay the leader on the day. 
Call 01234 767037.

Sunday Strolls    
A gentle walk in the company of Forest Volunteers.
Meet at Forest Centre reception; 10.15 for
10.30am. Join us in the Country Park to hear how
the Park was set up and a little about the
surrounding area. On hard, surfaced paths which
are mostly level. Walks last around 2 hours. 
1st Sunday of every month.
Call 01234 767037 for more details. Cost £1,
payable on the day – no need to book.

Health Walks

The safe way to get fitter. With a trained volunteer
leader. All walks are on hard
level paths and start from
Forest Centre reception. Every
Wednesday at 10.30am and
Tuesday evening at 6.15pm,
(through the summer only). All
welcome. Call 01767 626453
or email mikef@bedsrcc.org.uk

DESIGNED & PRODUCED BY WWW.LGDIGITAL.CO.UK – TEL 01234 843900

Join our volunteer team at the Millennium
Country Park to do something for the
environment, have some fun and get some
exercise. We carry out a variety of practical
projects. Wear old clothes and bring lunch if you
can stay all day. Meet at the Forest Centre at
10.15am. Finishes about 4.15pm.  Please note
different times on 24 May. For further details
contact alexis.pym@marstonvale.org or 
01234 762614

Sunday 24th May; 8am-11am
Bird Survey
Help to survey our newly constructed wader
scrapes, wet grazing marsh and wetlands.
Leaders will have bird knowledge so just bring
your binoculars.

Saturday 20th June
Post and rail fencing
On the culvert by the tree nursery and weeding
in the tree nursery.

Sunday 26th July
Hedge cutting
Cutting car park hedge for safety and access.

Saturday 22nd August
Tree guard removal
Removal of tree guards in the trees by Long
Meadow and Lake View Wood.

TRIBUTE NIGHT

Sunday 21 June – 12 –2pm
Roast beef or chicken with all the trimmings
(vegetarian option also available).  
Followed by apple crumble, chocolate fudge cake
or cheese cake. £14.95
Booking essential – 01234 762613.

QUEEN, ROBBIE WILLIAMS AND ELTON JOHN
Sunday 29 August – from 7.15pm
Tickets from £19.50 (adults in advance).
For bookings call 01234 767037 or 
01223 894566 (more details inside).

CONSERVATION TASKS

Sunday 28 June – 11am –5pm
All kinds of super fun for kids. 
Adults £2, children £1 – Full details inside.

GUIDED WALKS

SUPER HEROES

LUNCH

Please book in advance for all kids’ events
01234 767037.

May half term  – Wednesday 27 May
It’s simple! Bingo by spotting birds – who will
get a full birdhouse first? 10 – 12 noon

Summer holidays  – Thursday 6 August
Learn about dragonflies - look for them and
then make one! £1 per person
3 sessions, 10 – 12.45pm

Thurs 27 August – Hibernation houses 
Help the wildlife in your garden get through the
winter by making your own hibernation house. 
All materials provided. £1 per person
3 sessions; 10am, 11am & 12 noon. 

Woodworks! – 12 & 13 September
A full weekend of wood, tree & woodland based
entertainment with a generous dollop of folk
roots music thrown in. All for the very
reasonable price of £6/adult and £4/child. 
More details inside. 11am – 5pm

HOLIDAY 




