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NEWS RELEASE

August 2006
Have Your Say On Bedford’s newest and largest country park
The Forest of Marston Vale team is keen to hear more views from local people on the creation of the Bedford River Valley Park (BRVP) before phase one of its consultation process ends this September.
The Marston Vale Trust is master-minding the project to create this new country park for Bedfordshire, which will open up more than 3 ½ square miles of land for public open space, wildlife habitats and a range of new recreational facilities, including the possibility of an Olympic sized rowing lake in time for 2012, which received planning permission in July.

Step one was the launch of a public consultation programme, which began this June,  led by Community Liaison Officer, Guy Lambourne: 

“Throughout the summer we have been raising awareness of the project across the county through our newsletters, website, mail-drops, local press and our touring roadshow,” said Guy. “The creation of Bedford River Valley Park presents us with a virtually blank canvas and these first views and opinions gathered from local people will enable us to identify the key features, needs and concerns that will need to be addressed before a master plan can be produced.  

“All the comments we receive will help to produce a questionnaire with more specific questions how the Park will develop; and we are also hearing from local people who would like to take part in discussion groups, to be held later in the autumn, where we hope to tackle and resolve key issues.” 
There is still time to find out more about the new park, have your say, and add your comments to the collection - you can see the BRVP Roadshow at: 
· Queens Park Fun Day, 25 August, The Slipe Open Space, (entrance off Ford End Road) 12-3pm
· Woodworks Festival at the Forest Centre, Marston Moretaine, 9 & 10 September, 11am-5pm

More information is available on the Forest’s web site www.marstonvale.org/brvp where there is also a ‘blog’ to make comments about the project.

-more-
Behind the scenes, the Forest Team is working in partnership with a range of people and organisations from the public and private sectors that include Lafarge Ltd, the Environment Agency, English Nature, Bedford Borough Council, Bedfordshire County Council, the Rowing Lake Company and Poynter Charitable Trust.  The Marston Vale Trust has engaged the services of a small team of experts from Bidwells, Currie & Brown, Cameron Taylor, Ecoschemes Ltd, and Woods Hardwick to help produce the master plan that will spell out what could be achieved.  The views and needs of local people will then be integrated into this framework.  

The Bedford River Valley Park initiative was first mooted in Bedford Borough Council's Local Plan in 2002, since then the Marston Vale Trust has acquired strategic land at Willington Quarry  and secured major funding to enable a master plan to be produced.  
“Everyone who lives and works in Bedfordshire should welcome news of a new country park for Bedfordshire - it will become a vast new leisure facility for everyone to enjoy,” said Ian Foll, Business Development Manager, Forest of Marston Vale. “Our successful track record of working with local communities to create and manage large areas of woodland and open space; puts us in an ideal situation to take this landmark project forward.”  

ENDS

For further information, contact:

Guy Lambourne – Forest of Marston Vale: 01234 762608 / guy.lambourne@marstonvale.org
NOTES TO EDITORS

The Forest of Marston Vale is an environmental regeneration initiative working towards transforming 61 square miles of the Marston Vale landscape, to the south of Bedford, planting over 5 million trees by 2030. It is one of 12 Community Forests in England, all working to regenerate the countryside around towns and cities, creating a more attractive landscape in which people live, work and enjoy their leisure time.The Countryside Agency, the Forestry Commission, Bedfordshire County Council, Mid Bedfordshire District Council, Bedford Borough Council and the major landowners are working together to create this 61 square mile (16,000 ha) community forest.  The Marston Vale Trust is the registered charity dedicated to the delivery of the Forest of Marston Vale.

Located in Marston Moretaine, the Forest Centre and the Millennium Park are at the heart of the Forest of Marston Vale, providing a visitor centre, café, gift shop, exhibition and extensive conferencing facilities. Set in 250 hectares of woodland, wetland and open space, the park was created with over £2m funding from the Millennium Commission.  As well as providing the focus of the Community Forest, the Forest Centre operates on a commercial basis to generate revenue to support the Forest of Marston Vale.  
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