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NEWS RELEASE

17th May 2006

Major land acquisition by Marston Vale Trust puts 
Bedford River Valley Park on the map 

A huge stride forward towards the creation of a new country park for Bedfordshire has been taken this week, with the announcement by the Marston Vale Trust of its acquisition of Willington Quarry. The purchase gives the Trust the ‘green light’ to drive forward the Bedford River Valley Park (BRVP) and create a blueprint for what will become Bedford’s newest and largest country park. 

Willington Quarry, 300 acres of the old Grange Estate, is currently worked for sand and gravel extraction. It is strategically placed alongside the River Ouse between Bedford’s Priory Country Park and Willington.  Its purchase highlights the feasibility of securing and transforming a 2030 acre (860 hectare) expanse of land for the creation of public open space, wildlife habitats, and a range of new recreational facilities and a great step forward towards the realisation of creating a rowing lake in time for the Olympics. 

“Everyone who lives and works in Bedfordshire should welcome this news - it represents the first step in creating what will become a vast new leisure facility for everyone to enjoy,” said Ian Foll, Business Development Manager, Forest of Marston Vale. “Our successful track record of working with local communities puts us in an ideal situation to take this landmark project forward.”  
The Forest Team will ‘master-plan’ the initiative, working in partnership with a range of people and organisations from the public and private sectors who are backing the initiative. These include Lafarge, the Environment Agency, English Nature, Bedford Borough Council, Bedfordshire County Council, the Rowing Lake Company and Poynter Charitable Trust.
-more-
Step one will be the launch of a massive public consultation programme this June. Led by Community Liaison Officer, Guy Lambourne, the Forest Team will be talking to Bedfordshire’s residents through mail drops, road shows, the Forest’s website and local media coverage in partnership with the Times & Citizen Newspaper.

“Bedford River Valley Park presents us with a virtually blank canvas and our first step will be to let everyone know about it,” said Guy Lambourne. “Later in the year discussion groups will lead to a questionnaire asking local people for their views about what they feel the Park should be like.” 

The purchase of Grange Farm from HSBC pension fund was made possible thanks to £2.3 million funding secured from the Department for Communities and Local Government’s (or DCLG formerly known as the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister - ODPM) Growth Areas Fund.  DCLG supports the vision for the country park, long been held by Bedford Borough Council (BBC) as identified in its Local Plan, which will effectively create a ‘Green Gateway’ into Bedfordshire from the east of England and complement the growth agenda for the region.

“There is no doubt that this is an ambitious project and one that will take decades to complete,” added Ian Foll.  “The creation of new areas of green space will roll out over the next 25 years as the process of extraction from areas currently used for, or ear-marked for, sand and gravel extraction move towards restoration to habitat and accessible, quality green space.”  
ENDS

For further information, contact:

Jackie Brown, Press Information – Forest of Marston Vale: 01787 221830 mob: 0779 297 0919
NOTES TO EDITORS

The Forest of Marston Vale is an environmental regeneration initiative working towards transforming 61 square miles of the Marston Vale landscape, to the south of Bedford, planting over 5 million trees by 2030. It is one of 12 Community Forests in England, all working to regenerate the countryside around towns and cities, creating a more attractive landscape in which people live, work and enjoy their leisure time.The Countryside Agency, the Forestry Commission, Bedfordshire County Council, Mid Bedfordshire District Council, Bedford Borough Council and the major landowners are working together to create this 61 square mile (16,000 ha) community forest.  The Marston Vale Trust is the registered charity dedicated to the delivery of the Forest of Marston Vale.

Located in Marston Moretaine, the Forest Centre and the Millennium Park are at the heart of the Forest of Marston Vale, providing a visitor centre, café, gift shop, exhibition and extensive conferencing facilities. Set in 250 hectares of woodland, wetland and open space, the park was created with over £2m funding from the Millennium Commission.  As well as providing the focus of the Community Forest, the Forest Centre operates on a commercial basis to generate revenue to support the Forest of Marston Vale.  
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