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Introduction
As a result of a meeting held on the 21st November 2006, between Ian Foll of the Marston Vale Community Forest, Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity (Beds RCC) and Bedfordshire County Council to discuss the “BRVP Constraints and Opportunities Discussion Document”, the Countryside Access Service were requested to document its requirements for rights of way crossing the site and its thinking on inter site access connectivity and standards.
This statement outlines the Countryside Access Service’s initial thinking, which should help to inform the Master Planning Process. We do expect to have a continuing close relationship with this exciting and developing initiative, in order to develop these principles further.
Green wedge acting as Gateway site into the wider countryside

The location of the proposed park provides an excellent opportunity to expand the existing green wedge and corridor that Bedford town currently benefits from. This green access provides an opportunity for people to experience and enjoy a number of environments both formal and more natural. The creation of the park also provide opportunities to access other sites, access routes and areas of value outside its boundary acting as a green gateway to the Ouse valley corridor, the Greensand Ridge, villages and communities outside Bedford.
All opportunities should be taken to interconnect this site with the surrounding area.

Critical access limitations
The location of the proposed park, provides a number of access challenges, the River, A421, A428 and A603 all reduce connectivity with areas of population. The enhancement of access to the site is essential to the benefits that this site can provide to the people of Bedford and the surrounding villagers and communities. In addition to the location of the site, the development of the rowing lake will provide additional access severance, which will need to be accommodated and mitigated within the master planning process.
Mineral site restoration proposals

Much of the area identified for the proposed park is affected by Mineral extraction, workings and proposals. As a direct result of these multiple mineral operations the rights of way network across the site has been subject to closures and alterations. The agreed restoration plans for these sites will re-establish linkages across the proposed site and create a number of new links and opportunities, see appendix for detail. We are aware that the proposal to create the River Valley Park may involve a review of the existing restoration agreements, but we currently see little need to significantly alter the rights of way proposals.
Key Rights of Way and Access Routes

National Cycle Route 51 – (Bedford to Sandy)
It is essential that the line of this route be maintained and enhanced; the proposals for this site provide a real opportunity to improve cycle access to this area, this should be enhanced as a priority for the master planning process. 

Public demand for this route is very high, with walkers, cyclists, equestrians and people with limited mobility benefiting from its surface standards and traffic free, safe environment. The route is reaching capacity in the honey pot area of Willington and currently the stimulated growth in cycling interest has little area of expansion other than travelling further on this linear route. 

The expansion of this route to create alternative alignments across the proposed site will provide options for users and site visitors, spreading user load across a greater number of on-site routes. In addition, opportunities should be pursued and supported to link this site with wider off-site cycling and access enhancements.

As a priority we feel that:

1. A direct commuter link should be preserved across the site, maintaining the sustainable transport principles that have resulted in the routes creation. If the rowing lake proposals are successful we would ask that route 51 be diverted on the most direct alternative so as to skirt the northern edge of the lake, until it can rejoin its original direct alignment at the earliest opportunity.
2. A leisure alternative route should be created along the river bank from Willington into Bedford. This would also accommodate equestrian access. (This option would be facilitated by the delivery of the minerals restoration plan for this area).
3. Further on – site access should be developed to cycle standards in order to provide shorter options and connections between main routes.

4. Improved access and the creation of facilities for horse riders.
Northern Link to Renhold

The Public Bridleways (Renhold BW26/BW29 and Cople BW6) from Renhold and the North-East side of Bedford provide an excellent opportunity to enhance public access to the site. The existence of an existing bridge structure across the River Ouse and the underpass on the A421 provide the potential for this route to be enhanced, but the crossing of the A428 and the surface standards of the route would need to be improved and enhanced to facilitate effective access and increased use.

A high level of importance should be given to the enhancement of this route and the provision of a road crossing on the A428 to improve public safety and access connectivity between Renhold BW26 and BW29.
It should be noted that as a service, through the delivery of the County’s Outdoor Access Improvement Plan we are looking to work with partners to enhance access in this area to improve access north around Bedford, into the surrounding villages and into the relatively tranquil area of north east Bedfordshire.

Southern links from Cople and Willington
The A603 provides a number of access challenges; connectivity across this road will need to be enhanced. There are opportunities to connect the proposed site with villages to the south of the site and valuable green infrastructure landscapes such as the Greensand Ridge by enhancing the standard of access routes and improving road crossings.
1. FP 9 / 8 Cardington - enhancement of road crossing and route standards into Cardington Village.

2. Bridleway 6 / 4 Cople – enhancement of road crossing.

3. Willington (5-Ways Junction) – enhancements to allow access south down “Wood Lane”

It should be noted that as a service, through the delivery of the County’s Outdoor Access Improvement Plan we are looking to work with partners to enhance access from NCR51 South into the Greensand Area - To enhance user experience and accessibility into this valuable Bedfordshire landscape.

Eastern link from Great Barford

Opportunities should be taken to enhance access to / from Great Barford to the site. This will require the provision of new or improved crossings of the river and improvements to path connectivity and standards.

There are 2 key opportunities in this area:

1. It should be noted that the existing foot bridge on FP 4 Great Barford is expected to require improvement / replacement in the near future. The enhancement of this existing asset in order to provide a multi user structure across the river to connect with NCR 51 would seem a logical improvement.
2. In a recent minerals application to extract sand and gravel from land at Dairy Farm, the 106 agreement has allocated funds to the design and construction of a bridge structure across the river. 
Western link
I would suggest that we look to enable access across the Meadow Lane A421 Access Bridge; this existing bridge is used for private access to the Sewage works. But has great potential to enhance inter site connectivity and provide off main road public access for the population of Eastcotts, Fenlake and the employees at the Priory Business Park.
Inter-site access and DDA compliances – due regard

The proposed site will provide multiple environments and leisure opportunities for people to enjoy. Inter site access to these areas will be the making of this site. In our opinion it is essential for the site to be an exemplar facility for providing access for those will limited mobility, this should be put as a priority.
Initially within the master planning process, due regard should be proven when considering the surface and facility standards and the location of routes which will be provided use of the site to the less able.
Conclusion:

Although we consider that all these connectivity improvements will enhance public access to, from and within the proposed site, priority should be given to the development and enhancement of NCR 51, Access North towards Renhold and the creation of the new riverside bridleway.
The riverside bridleway will provide new access around the site, framing the project area physically and in the mind of the public; therefore we feel that it is critical to move this forward as soon as possible.

The Countryside Access Service would welcome further discussion on these matters. 

Appendix

1. Map showing proposed site in relation to surround Area and features

2. Map showing key access routes into the site
3. Copy from file of letter to Olaf Bierfreund – 15th May 2006, with enclosed Map.

4. Copy of Willington Quarry, Octagon Farm North Restoration proposals

